[image: image1.png]=Jaidd

American Association
on Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities





Dear AAIDD members:

 

I wanted to share a few updates.

 

Haiti update – Many of you have expressed interest in how disaster relief and rebuilding efforts are attending to the needs of people who have disabilities.  There is now a field guide “Disabilities among Refugees and Conflict-Affected Populations:  Resource Kit for Field Workers” as well as a conference in Port-au-Prince, Haiti next month on “Facilitating Access and Promoting Inclusion for People with Disabilities” that is open to field workers in NGOs working in Haiti.   NGOS are having ongoing discussions to facilitate learning about how to assist people with disabilities.

 

Volunteers update - AAIDD is vibrant because of the work of volunteers like you.  Please think about running for the Board of Directors, nominating people for awards, and thinking seriously about applying for Fellow status in the Association.  Look for nomination forms in the upcoming months.  Think also about joining the Guide program either as a mentor or protégé.  Information on this program is available on the AAIDD website in the Student and Early Career Professionals Committee section.  Consider asking a younger leader to join AAIDD, creating an opportunity for them to connect with colleagues serving people who have intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

 

Quality Discussion update – Check out the new materials on the Quality Mall website at www.qualitymall.org.  Also, Tom Nerney of the Center for Self-Determination has a strong opinion statement you might want to read, titled “Lost Lives:  The Paucity of Quality in Human Services” available on the group’s website.

 

Online community leaders update – If you would like to suggest leaders who you would like to see on the time limited topic forums that will start soon on the AAIDD online communities, please send me names.

 

Have a great week!

 

Sincerely,

 

Joanna

 

Joanna Pierson

President
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