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November 1, 2010








Dear Members of AAIDD:

I am very pleased to announce that the Board of Directors has approved a new membership structure for AAIDD.   The Association remains committed to bringing its members the high quality information and resources they have come to expect but recognizes that the ways in which people prefer to access information may have changed.

The new structure allows members to select the package of benefits and delivery methods that best meets their needs.  The new membership types are described in more detail below; in addition to networking and professional development opportunities and bookstore, meeting registration, and other discounts, the membership packages now available include:

· Two environmentally-friendly membership types featuring different packages of electronic journal access.

· A standard membership that continues to provide delivery of the journals in hard copy and electronic access to the journals, plus a popular book from the AAIDD catalog.

· A premium membership that includes all of the features of the standard membership plus an additional title from the AAIDD catalog and a limited edition AAIDD mouse pad.

· An international electronic option for those individuals residing outside the US or Canada who are most interested in electronically accessing Association resources. Individuals residing outside the US or Canada are not limited to this membership type; it is intended to address the needs of some international audiences of the Association.
· Students are eligible for a 20% discount on any membership type. 

In the coming months, you will receive a membership renewal notice.  I encourage you to review the new options and renew your membership online.  You will find our new online membership platform easier to use, and it now supports the use of American Express, Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and Diners Club. 

I look forward to your continued engagement in AAIDD, the oldest association of professionals that promotes progressive policies, sound research, effective practices, and universal human rights for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Michael Wehmeyer, PhD
President, AAIDD
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